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   In mortal memory lay these images 

          The Escalante Well 

                    Incident 

               March 6, 1935 
 A personal  perspective and overview by Clark N. Nelson, Sr. based upon  

historical  accounts, photograph comparisons, abstract conclusions and 

assumptions, following a  search for the former site of Escalantre well #1 

 

                          Cadence of Events: 

            

                            1. The Escante well –  of hopes, dreams, reality 

                    

                                        2. The Escalante well -Anticipation 

                                  

                                                      3. The Incident 

                               

                                                    4. Immortal Sorrow 
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                                In Mortal Memory                       
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 “The Wrong Car Came” by Ellen Raye Brown – Copy courtesy the Librarian at 
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                    To Pause, with Patience, To Photographs 

Inasmuch as my father’s identical twin, Ray Nelson, was a victim of the incident  

March 6, 1935, and, since my best opportuity to search for the former well site 

had fallen short due to an unforgicing anomaly known as cancer diagnosis. 

Thereby accepting my situation, having  accepred the fact this had likely been 

my final opportunity,  a friend of more than fifty years offered to conduct  a 

search on my behalf, as well as a relevancy within his own personal interest(s).     

In late-February  and ealy-March of 2007, Jim Kemple, alomg with friend and 

companion  Larry Higgins ,  relative to GPS coordiantes, conducted a search for 

the formert  site of Escalante well #1. 

At a point during the month of March, a reference map and eighteen 

photographs were made available in five separate folers, courtesy Jim Kemple. 

Three of these folders, labeled as ‘Images’, containing eleven photographs,  

appear to  prove applicable to the general location of of  the area to be 

searched.  

The fourth folder, labeled ‘Well 8’, contains four photographs that were 

basically taken from the same spot; a nearby unpaved road, or path, with rocks 

and boulders on each side; warehouse-type structures in the distance, off to the 

far-left.  One of these four photographs, hereby noted as ‘Photograph #1’, can 

be seen later in this overview.  

 The fifth and final folder, labeled ‘The Site”,  contains three photographs; 

moreover, considering the lay of the land and general appearance, relative to 
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confirmed GPS coordinates,  have apparently been confirmed as images of  the 

former location of Escalante welll #1.  

To recap, in brief summaty, three of the aforementioned   photographs, in 

particular photograph #2, relevant to GPS coordinates, were determined to 

have been the approximate location of the well derrick, as well as the tragedy 

thar occurred there March 6, 1935.  

                                             In The Mind’s Eye                 

 Accordingly, we have three photographs for consideration, hereby noted within 

this overview as photographs #2, #3, and #4, with #2 appearing the primary 

focus.   

However, once examining photograph #2, considering GPS  coordinates the 

ultimate tool,  notwithstanding that which appears  to confirm a ‘mirror image’, 

questions arise as to the accuracy within these three photographs. Furthermore, 

whereas statements within this overview, as they nay realte to accuracy within 

these  photographs, are base solely upon my individual, personal perspective(s) 

following a thorough review.    

Moreover, based solely upon my personall observation and review; whreras 

characteristics of soil composition and texture,  abundant vegetation, as well as 

contour and lay of the land, appear to confirm an apparent mismatch. 

Furthermore, a photograph taken following the incident is provided for 

comparison, relative  only to aforementioned characteristics; whereas the 

earthen-ledge fronting the bluff, as well as the bluff itself in photograph #5 , 

serve as earthen-fingerprints of where the power pole stood and where the 

derrick lay , as depicted in the photograph from 1935.   

Notwithstanding what appears the approximate  location,   relative to 

photographs #2, #3, and #4, an additional photograph, hereby noted as  

photograph #5, and purely from the abstract, seems somewhat logical relative 

to the actual location,  hereby deserving additional onsideration in the process 

of compariso and subsequent conclusion,  beit of one type or another.  
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Photograph #5, again from the abstract, seems to suggest the possibility of 

alternative conclusion as to the genuine location; moreover, this seems to serve 

a perspective based upon a particular bluff and lay of the land as it appeared in 

2007.  

Photograph  #5 appears to be the mirror-image to the scene following the 

incident in 1935, considering the shape, taper, and charadteristics common to 

that particular bluf.f. 

In addition, please note the shape, height, and characteristics common to the 

ledge in the foreground, frontimg that bluff. I find this a compelling photograph.  

 After all, the bluff in photograph #2,  considered the genuine former site, 

doesn’t appear to match up with the bluff seen in the photograph available for 

comparison, the photograph taken following the incident.  

Moreover, notwithstanding GPS coordinates or previously drawn conclusions, 

photograph #5 seems to capture what I would comsider the genuine former site 

of Escalante well #1.  

* The preceding overview and argument regarding photographs #2, #3, and #4 

versus conclusions drwan relative to photograph #5, andt purely from the 

abstract, is merely my personal perspective in consumption for appropriate 

consideration. 
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                 1.         The Escalante well – of hopes, dreams, reality 
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2.                                        The Escalante well -  Anticipation 

                                

 

 

 



 

                                                                                              7 
 

 

 

 

 

3.                                                      The Incident 
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  4.                                                     Immortal Sorrow   
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Part I. 

 

 ‘The Wrong Car Came’ 

  

 By Ellen Raye Brown  
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Part II. 
 

 

             

             Map and Four Photographs  

                       For Comparison     

                 Following Search For 

            Former Escalante Well Site      
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            General location of former Escalante well * see arrow* 
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Photograph #1:             A view in the direction of the former Escalante well site  
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              Photograph #2:                  Comparison to former Escalante well site       
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    Photograph #3:                       Comparison to former Escalante well site 
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        Photograph #4:                            Comparison to former Escalante well site 
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    Photograph #5:        From the abstract; a comparison to the former well site  
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           - -   End  - - 


